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ABSTRACT

A meeting was held at Holmdel on August 20, 1974 to
discuss UNIX documentation. The nrimary objactive'was
to agree on mechanisms for calling out oarts of the
standard UNIX system and identifying those portions of
the system which have been altered by modificatiors,
additions or deletions to suit a particular system.
This objective was met. Daetails of the pronosed

mechanisms are included in this‘memorandum.

ks a consequence of these mechanisms the UNIX Suppert
Group will assume resoonsibility for =assigning
,project-desianation numbers as well as producina the

documentation for "standard UNIX",
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MEMORANDUM FOR FILE

tion

A meeting was held at Holmdel on Auaust 20, 1974 tn estanlish
mechanisms for documenting UNIX based systems. This memorandum
summarizes the oronosals and agreements made at that meotina.

Appendix A is a list of the people who attendad,

From the information gathered at a prior UNIYX dacumentation
meeting (Auqust 13, 1974), it is apparent that UNIY bhased nro-
jects destined for operatina telephona cnmpanies will ranuire
modifications to the standard UNIX system. In some cmses, these
systems may be strict subsets of standard INIX. Tn asneral, how-
ever, it is necessary ﬁo orﬁvide for modifie- nragrams and added
programs. Also, it seems unlikely that reasonable sized suhsets
of standar& UNfX can be defined which would bhe universally ac-
cepted. In general, the modifications raauired by ornjects séem
to be widely distributed. With this factar in min, we seek a
convenient method for the projects to document their systéms with

minimum redundancy.

Thro@ahout this memorandum reference is made to tarms defined

in "Prooram Documentation Standards® nublished hy Rell lLabora-
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tories. Briefly the definitions are:

PG - Proaram Document Index
PR - Proaram listing
D - Proaram Specification

Pident = Prearam Indentificatinn

1I. Stapdard UMIX

Standard UNIX will be defined and documented by the UMIY Sup-
rort Grouo (USG). Nocumentation for this system will he Affj-
cially issued to the Western Electric Companv to serve as masters
for distribution of dncumentation reauired for UNIX ba;ed sys-
tems. BRell Laboratoriass onroiects usina ''WIY wjll r@farence only
those documents of the standard UNIY svstem which are annlicable.
Projects will only reference documents vhich are nart of Mstan-
dard UNIX", It was aara=ed that modified UNIX documents that Aare
produced for a specific nroject shall not be refarenced by nther
pro jects. The purpose of this acfaement is tn keern central con-
trol of shared UNIX system programs within tHP UsG, Pronfams

which are desired by more than one ornject will thus hecome can=

didates for inclusion in the standard (NIX system,

I11. Eropnsed Mechanism for Documenting IJNMIX Baged Systems

A nroposed mechanism for referencina parts of the standard
UNIX system was verbally agreed to bv repraesentatives from the
Bell Labs standards organization (Dept. R2251) and Western Elec-

tric Co. Perhaps the best way of describhinc this mechanism is by
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constructing an example. In this example we use pns, Thowaver,

nther documents would be handled in a similar manner,

Figure | shows a nortion of the standard UNIX PG, For the
sake of clarity, only twn PPs are shown. The actual standard
UNIX PG will be composed of many PRs, P0s and other documents,
The suffix, -01, indicates that the PRs have been produced by the
USG as part of the standard UNIX system. The suffixes =0l

through —-09 are raeserved for raleases nf standard UMIX systems,

PG=1C300 issue 3 (Standard MIY)
PR=1C320-01 jssue 2
PR=1C325-01 issue 3

Fig. 1 = A portion nf the Standard UNIV DG,

PG=-113350 issue 2 (UNIX Based System = ef.q. FAS)
VPQ-IC320-OI issue 2 (Standard 'INIX PR)
0
PR=-1C325=22 issue 2 (Modified INIX PR)
PR=1R351-01 issue 2 (Annlication PR)

Fig. 2 - A Portion of the PG for a UMIX Rased Proiect e.1. FAS.

The PG issued by a UNIX based project mav contain standard
UNIX PPs, medified UNIX,PRS,?and‘application nroqram PRs. Fiqure

2 is a sample portion of a PG issued for a UNIX hased nrojiect.
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Threa catasaories of PRs are shownt

|. Standard UNIX PRs which are taken in their entirety without
modification,
2, Standard UNIX PR’s which have been modified,

2, PRs containina application pidents.

Standard UNIX PR’s are desianated by listing the PP number,
complete with an issue number, Aas it anmnears in the standard UNIX

PG.
Stapdard UNIY PR’s may be modified in several ways:

1. Pidents are omitted.
2, Pidents are chanced.

2, New pidents are added,

Standard UNIX PR4s that hava been modifiad are 1listed with the
came PR number as the corresoondino standard UNIY PP axceni fnr
the suffix which has been assianed to that proiect by the 1SC,

In this example, the project has heen assinned the suffix =27.

PR-1C325-01 issue 2 PR=1C325-22 issue |

a0l issue | ani - issue |
b01 issue 2 bN1 issue |
cOl issue 1 c?? issue |
dol issue 1 ' %22 issue |

Fig. 3 - Comparison of a Standard UMIY PR with a Modified UNMIY PD,
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Fiaqure 3 shows the PR index sheets for tha standard UNIX 2P
and the modified PP, The index sheet for the modified PR is aen-
erated by the nroject makina the modifications, It includes
references to those nidents from the standard UNIY PR which have
not been changed. In this example, pidents afl and b0l ars in
this cateqory. MNote that issue 1 of pident H01 is called for in
the modified PR. This is permitted so lang as thet 1issue has
ean given to Western Electric. The project will nat have to
produce the listings or other related documents for these un=—-
changed pidents. Pidents which have heen chanaed or added will
have the suffix assiagned to that nroject., Thus, in this examnle,
the pident cOl was modified by the nroiect and renamed c22. The
pident x22 was generated by this proiect and added tn this PF.
Those pidents which are contained as pmart of the standard UNIX |
svystem but not used by tﬁis project are simply omitted (as pident
d0l  in fig. 3). The project sunnlies the PR index naae ant =211
adged or modified pidents but does not have tn suonlv any of the
standard UNIX pidents callad for since Western Electric has

access to these from the standard UMNIX documeantatinn,

20l Dos )

MH=8234-GCV=nroff ' G. C, Vogel

Cony tn
UNIX Mailina List
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Appendix A

Meeting Attendance
UNIX Nocumentation Meeting - Auaust

Carr D.
Cebak J. J.

Ferron L. A.

Imagna C. P.

Menzel F. S.

Pan J.
Pierson'H;.L.
Schepp G. Re
Tinley D. J.
Vogel G. C.
Walters R. W. H.

HWinckelmann W, A.

20, 1974



