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MEMORANDUM FOR FILE

The UNIX Operating System Generic Progfam documentation,
PG-1C300 1Issue 1, is now available on microfiche. The mi-
crofiche cards are approximately 4 by 6 inches and contain
up to 63 negative microimages arranged in seven rows let-
tered A to G and nine columns numbered 1 to 9. Each mi-
croimage is a 24X reduction of a 14 by 11 inch page. The
last frame of each card, G9, is reserved for an index to the
documents on that card. The entire set of documents in
PG-1C300 Issue 1 is contained on a set of 51 microfiche
cards. The first card contains the Program Generic Index
and an alphabetic index. The remaining 506 cards contain
program listing documents "(PR’s). Each PR group is on a
separate card or series of cards. Although this choice
entails some wasted space, it makes updating and indexing
significantly easier. The first frame of each card contain-

' ing program listings is the standard Bell System pident

Index Sheet. Standard Bell System documentation refers to
program units in terms of pidents. 1In UNIX, such units are
usually files. In an effort to minimize confusion, UNIX
files were converted to pidents on a one-to-one basis.
Pident names are slightly different than the standard UNIX
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file names. As a general rule, the pident name can be ob-
tained from the file name by dropping the last two charac-
ters and appending “"@1". For example, the file alloc.c
becomes pident allocdl . Occasionally two filenames map
onto the same pident name. This difficulty can usually be

resolved by examining the titles as given in the indexes.
The alphabetical pident index (see Attachment A) contains
four fields for each pident: name, directory, PR number and
title. The name identifies the unit while the title is a
short - description. The directory listed is the name of the
directory that will be used for the source file reorganiza-
tion. The prograﬁ listings are numbered PR—1C3G@-01 to
PR-1C340-01. 1In the index these are abbrevisted to the
numbers 300 to 340. The listing for a particular pident is
found by using the alphabetical index to find ovt which PR
gréup it belongs to. Once the PR is known the index in
frame G9 of the card (or series of cards) containing that PR
is used to locate the starting frame of that pident. Each
microfiche index (see Attachment B for an example) lists the
contents of that microfiche giving the starting frame and

the length of each item. The following microfiche readers
have adequate screen sizes and are considered acceptable

for Bell System use:

READER - SCREEN PRICE

National Cash Register
NCR 456-200 12 x 15 $255

Micro Design Inc.
COM 200 11 x 15  $212
COM 400 11 x 15 $216



Copies of the UNIX Operating System Program Generic docu-
ments may be obtained on microfiche from the Computing
Information Library. Paper copies of these documents may be
obtained from Engineering Records. This is the first time
UNIX documents have been distributed via microfiche. If the
results are favorable, more documents will be made available
on microfiche.

MH-8234-GCV-nroff G. C. Vogel Ofyig

Copy (with att.) to
MERCURY Category - UNSD
UNIX Support Group

G. L. Baldwin

J. 'J. Cebak

G. W. R. Luderer

G. Schepp

J. P. Schultz

~B. A. Tague

W. Woessner
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Attachment A

Alphabetical Pident Index

UNIX Operating System Generic Program Issue 1
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